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Background: Bovine Tuberculosis (bTB) by M. bovis is a chronic
infectious disease of cattle that can represent a risk to human
health. bTB European Eradication Plans are based on tuberculin
testing and slaughtering of reactive subjects. Despite controlmeas-
ures have been applied in Italy since 1964, illness is still present in
Sicily. On 2012, regional ofﬁcial data reported an herd infection
prevalence of 3.09% and an herd incidence of 2.37%. In the same
year, head prevalence was of 0.70%. This study has analyzed the
results of the control activity performed on cattle farm in Sicily
between 2009-2012, with the aim to evaluate the bTB prevalence
and incidence.
Methods & Materials: The processed data are the results of the
ofﬁcial testes carried out by the Veterinary Services of Sicily during
the reference years (2009-2012). Population was the number of
cattle farms insistent in each of the nine province of Sicily and the
number of animals in each province. In the scope of this population
were considered, for each year, the “cases”, ie all farms and animals
tested positive for tuberculosis (prevalence) and the “new cases”,
ie the new positive herds (incidence).
Results: During 2009-2012, the prevalence of bTB infection in
the herds of the Sicilian territory has remained around an average
value of 3.47%. Adecreasewas registered in 2012 (3.09%) and apeak
in 2011 (3.65%). The incidence amounted around an average value
of 2.55%, with a decrease of 2.37% in 2012 and a peak of 2.73% in
2010. Head prevalence has showed a decreasing trend during the
study period, going from 1.15% in 2009 to 0.70% in 2012.
Conclusion: The results show that both the bTB prevalence and
incidence of herds that the head prevalence has remained almost
unchanged from2009 to 2011. A slight dropwas registered in 2012.
The study conﬁrmed that bTB is present in cattle in Sicily and the
risk of the transmission of the disease to humans is possible. It is
appropriate to make further investigations for identifying the risk
factors that inﬂuence the persistence of infection in Sicily. Collab-
oration between the veterinary and the medical sectors could be
encouraged.
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Background: Rabies continues to be an important cause of ani-
mal and human mortalities worldwide. Annually, it is estimated
to cause 55,000 deaths. Exposure to bites of rabid dogs is the main
cause of human rabies casesworldwide. Post-Exposure Prophylaxis
is an importantmeasure of rabies prevention in humans. The objec-
tive of this retrospective study was to determine the magnitude
of rabies disclosure among dog-bite victims and their compliance
with a post-exposure prophylaxis in the Techiman Municipality
from 2009 to 2012.
Methods & Materials: We reviewed records of dog-bite victims
who were treated at the Techiman hospital from 2009 to 2012 and
rabies status of implicated dogs from the veterinary records at the
TechimanDisease Investigation Farm. A trend of reported rabid dog
bites in children was determined. We assessed compliance of dog-
bite victims with the recommended regimen for post-exposure
prophylaxis.
Results: From 2009 to 2012, 546 dog-bite victims were
reported; 295 (54%) were children<15 years, 169 (31%) were
between 15-59 years and 82 (13%) were above 60 years. Of all the
dog-bite victims 300 (55%) were males whiles 246 (45%) females.
Also, of all implicated dogs, 411 (75%) were tested and 54 (13%)
were positive for rabies. Of all the 54 dog-bite victims bitten
by rabies-positive dogs, 24% did not complete the post exposure
anti human rabies vaccine course and were not likely to be post-
exposureprophylaxis compliant than thosebittenbyuntesteddogs
(p <0.01). Five persons among dog-bite victims died at the hospital.
Conclusion: Rabies in dogs is a serious public health problem in
the Techiman Municipal of the Brong Ahafo region, in which chil-
dren less than 15 years constitute the highest proportion of rabid
dog-bite victims reported. Werecommend community anti-rabies
campaign for pets and strengthen collaboration of Medical Doctors
and Veterinarians on rabies management.
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